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L owell Vernon Dravenstadt, family man, entrepreneur, wordsmith, dapper
dresser, dancer, romantic, and accomplished traveler, died on Monday, May 13,

2019. He was 98.In 1920, Woodrow Wilson was president, women gained the right to
vote, and a boy named Lowell was born in New Weston, Ohio. His parents, Vernon
and Iva Dravenstadt, raised him and his three siblings in Springfield with solid
family values and a good work ethic. As a teenager, Lowell was fun-
loving,independent, and ambitious.In 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and
the war was on.Lowell’s interest in commercial aviation took him to Washington
D.C., where he became an air traffic controller. A pretty young woman working at the
Eastern Airlines counter caught his eye, and he and France Miller were married a
year later. He then enlisted and shipped out with the Merchant Marines working as a
radio operator in the Pacific until the end of WWII.After the war, Lowell and his
bride moved to Arlington, VA, where he began a 25-year career with the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). His job assignments included stints in Washington,
D.C.; Miami, Florida; Manila, Philippines; and finally in 1962, San Francisco, CA.
Meanwhile, Lowell and Fran were raising their children to love, honor, and obey,
with a big dose of fun and adventure.Lowell retired from the FAA in 1973 and started
his second career as a real estate broker, founding Mills Estate Realty in Millbrae, CA.
He also actively invested in the burgeoning pistachio industry in California. Life was
good. And then it wasn’t—Lowell’s beloved wife died in 1989 after 47 years of
marriage. Her epitaph befittingly states: ‘She brought sunshine that will warm our
hearts forever.’With the loss of his life-long partner, Lowell, as a young 69-year old,
still had much to do and see. For the next 15 years, he traveled the world as an
Ambassador Host for Crystal Cruise lines and a Mariner Host for Golden Bear Travel.
His intelligence, charisma, and million-dollar smile made him popular with
everyone he met.Lowell retired from his role as cruise host and spent hours
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volunteering as a docent at Filoli. Thiscombined his love of nature, children, and
education. He spent his final years at Peninsula Regent in San Mateo, CA, as an
inspiring senior citizen and a master bocce competitor. We’ll remember him for his
fortitude, zest for life, and quick wit. He was a man of many words with impeccable,
and sometimes deadpan, delivery.Lowell was predeceased by his parents, his siblings,
and his wife. He is survived by his daughter, Jeane Makar (Tom Kay); son, Jay
Dravenstadt (Emily); grandsons, Weston Dravenstadt (Danielle), and Marshall
Dravenstadt, and great granddaughter, Sylvia Dravenstadt.Services will be held on
Friday, June 7Th at Skylawn.  Visitation will begin at 10:00 and the funeral at 11:00.
All are invited to join the family for a reception afterward.In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests donations to Mission Hospice or the San Mateo County Park
Foundation.
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RB Rose Beechinor posted:

I was very sad to learn of Lowell’s passing . I only got to know him in his later years. Jeane and I were

colleagues at Visa and became good friends when I relocated to San Mateo for work. Jeane always

had a great story about her dad so I was curious to meet him. I finally got my chance when I was

selling my orange VW beetle which Lowell briefly considered buying. I was not disappointed, he was

quite the character, always smiling and full of fun. All of my visits to San Mateo since have included

catching up with Jeane and Tom in Eaton Road and Lowell in Peninsula Regent. A lovely man who will

be missed. May he rest in peace.

June 6 at 12:41 PM

JF Jim And Maria Frangos posted:

Lowell and Fran were part of my life starting as a teenager in High School and continued when I

became an adult and got married. One of my (actually our) fondest memories is staying with Lowell

and Fran at the cabin on Donner Lake. Throughout the years, Lowell had a great many things to say

and I enjoyed conversing with him. In his later years, Lowell always had a great joke to tell and a witty

reply for my jokes (as well as a laugh or groan as the joke dictated). His party at the Hiller museum

was really great. I will miss him but I have all the good memories he left with me that will keep him

alive in my heart.

May 20 at 11:56 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Lowell by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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